
 

 

 

 

Dear parents and carers of the children at Dr. Ariëns Elementary School and Holthuizen Elementary 

School,  

 

In this merger newsletter summary, we would like to talk you through the steps we have taken recently. 

 

'Het Palet' 

Based on a presentation of the logo of 

the new school by the marketing 

agency, the employees of primary 

school Holthuizen and primary school 

Dr. Ariëns jointly selected the logo for 

the new school. We are proud to 

present the 'Het Palet' logo here:  
 

A brief introduction: the new principal of Het Palet, Miriam van der Heide 

As of the new school year, I will be the new principal at Het Palet. I have already 

introduced myself to most of the staff at both locations. I want to use this 

opportunity to introduce myself briefly to you. 

My name is Miriam van der Heide, and I live in Sint Isidorushoeve, with my 

husband and our three sons. In 1994, I started as a teacher and from 1996 to 

2010, I worked in Losser as a teacher and vice-principal. I have also been the 

director of Stichting Keender since 2010. Before I started at the St. Bonifatius 

school, I was a principal at the Buurse primary school. I have always done my job 

with much enthusiasm. I took on some significant challenges, and this still 

makes me feel right at home in education. I was born and raised in Haaksbergen 

and lived near the Dr. Ariëns school for many years. 

We'll be seeing or talking to each other at the playground, around or the school, because I think it is 

essential that you know who I am. If you want to talk to me about anything, feel free to do so in the future. 

I want to use this opportunity to thank Mirjam Haverkate, Els Wielens and Henri Verheij for all the work for 

the merger they have done over the past year. Together, we will continue to build a bright, colourful new 

school in Haaksbergen! I am looking forward to it!  

Integral Child Center (IKC) 

The Stichting Keender and HumanKind childcare have signed a letter of intent for the IKC Het Palet. In IKC 

Het Palet, education (the Dr. Ariëns and Holthuizen primary schools) and child care (Humankind) join 

forces. In addition to education, there will be room at Het Palet for childcare and after-school care (BSO). 
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Summary 



 

The signing of the declaration of intent is the start of the investigation process that comprises the entire 

process up to the opening. As soon as we have more news, we will share this with you. 

Sports hall 

In preparation for the framework memorandum, the alderman has proposed to the Council to build a 

sports hall at the new school. This means that the municipality of Haaksbergen will incur additional costs 

of €31,000 per year. The alderman's proposal is published on the website of the Haaksbergen 

municipality and in the 2022 Framework Memorandum (Click here for the 2022 Framework 

Memorandum). The Council and the board will shortly be discussing the proposals in the 2022 Framework 

Memorandum.  

Key dates: 

 28 June 2021: a hearing on the framework memorandum with the municipality of Haaksbergen. 

 14 July 2021: a substantive discussion of the framework memorandum with the municipality of 

Haaksbergen. 

 

A look back on the open information evening at the municipality of Haaksbergen 

On Monday 14 June, there was an open information evening at the municipality of Haaksbergen for 

residents in the vicinity of the Dr. Ariëns primary school, the new location for Het Palet. We would also like 

to inform you about the information that was shared during this event.  

Attached to the merger newsletter, you will find the 'Information Sheet Open Evening 14 June'. The 

information sheet contains several images.  

Planning area and departure points 

Under the heading 'Planning area and departure points', you will see a satellite image of the surroundings 

of the Dr. Ariëns and Holthuizen primary schools. On the satellite image, the planning area is shown in 

orange. The planning area is the total location/area made available for the construction of primary school 

Het Palet and possibly the sports hall. 

The document contains not only information about the planning area but also several departure 

points/starting points for the new school building. 

Urban planning/traffic 

Under the heading 'Urban planning/traffic', there are several maps. The top two maps show the logical 

bike (left) and car (right) traffic flows in the new situation.  

Below the maps, there is a picture of the current situation with a drawing of the urban planning. The 

current situation shows the three existing buildings: the youth social work building, the sports hall and the 

Dr. Ariëns school building. These three buildings will be demolished to make room for the new school and 

possibly the sports hall. The urban planning drawing shows in orange and yellow where in the planning 

area the new school and possibly the sports hall could be built. 

Urban development 

The header 'Urban development' shows you four perspectives of the current and potential new situations. 

The first perspective shows the current situation with the three buildings. The other three perspectives 

give an idea of the options when one layer is built and/or two layers. Stichting Keender wants to build a 

two-tier school building because this ultimately offers more space on the premises and leaves room for an 

integrated sports hall. The possible sports hall is shown in black lines in each of the perspectives.  

Schedule 

The municipality has created a schedule for the construction process and its various elements. This 

schedule tells you, among other things, that the municipality will be working on several necessary surveys 

for the zoning plan change in the coming months. 

https://www.haaksbergen.nl/Kadernota2022
https://www.haaksbergen.nl/Kadernota2022


 

If you have any questions about the merger of Dr. Ariëns Elementary 

School and Holthuizen Elementary School, please check the FAQs under 

the merger button (‘fusie’) on the school website. If the FAQs do not 

answer your question, you can email your question to 

VragenFusieschoolAriensHolthuizen@keender.nl  We will ensure a quick 

and careful response. 

 

 

 

Process 

After all this, a timeline will be created for the entire process. At the top of the timeline are several 

information events, including the open information evening of 14 June 2021. This timeline will show you 

when you can expect certain information from the municipality. 

Moving 

In group 1-2 of the Dr. Ariëns primary school, the children will 

be working on the 'moving' theme. They kicked off this theme 

by loading the first boxes on a cart and walking them over to 

the Holthuizen primary school building. Upon their arrival, 

there was a warm welcome by the kindergarten pupils and 

their teachers. 

Timeline 

This will give you a look at the timeline of the merger process. As the process progresses, the timeline will 

be completed further. 

 

 

With kind regards, 

Henri Verheij, interim Principal at Dr. Ariëns Elementary School and Holthuizen Elementary School 

Mirjam Haverkate, former acting Principal at Holthuizen Elementary School, involved in the merger 

process 

 

•Start of the relocation to Holthuizen Elementary School

•28 june 2021: a hearing on the framework memorandum with 
the municipality of Haaksbergen

June

•Farewell ceremony at the Dr. Ariëns Elementary School location

•End of the school year 2020/2021

•14 July 2021: a substantive discussion of the framework 
memorandum with the municipality of Haaksbergen

July

•Start of the school year 2021/2022 as a merged school in the 
building of Holthuizen Elementary SchoolAugust
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