
 

 

 

 
Dear parents and carers of the children at Dr. Ariëns Elementary School and Holthuizen Elementary School,  

 

In this merger newsletter summary, we would like to talk you through the steps we have taken recently. 

 

A look back on the 2 April workshop day 

On Friday, 2 April, both teams participated in another workshop day. It was very nice to meet up with each 

other in real life and get to know each other, albeit with due regard for the COVID measures. In terms of 

content, we were able to take steps to establish a ready-to-start merger school. We have also established 

a working group that will be working on the (functional) requirements plan for the new building. The goal is 

to start the school year 2022-2023 in the new school building.  

 

Introducing the working groups 

As described in the merger newsletter of 28 January, we have set up six working groups that are preparing 

for the new school year. We have added another working group, the educational assistants working group. 

The final two working groups will introduce themselves to you in this merger newsletter. 

 

Working group on craftsmanship 

As a working group, we have been instructed to inventory the subjects currently being taught at both 

schools. Our recommendations to the steering group are based on these similarities and differences. 

 

Working group on educational assistants 

The working group on educational assistants has identified the similarities and differences in the 

practices of the educational assistants. For the coming school year, we will be determining who can be 

deployed where and when. The pupil's support needs are the starting point. 

 

Use of resources 

The government has decided to provide additional money for education to promote learning growth. We 

are currently discussing how we can use that money to benefit the development of the children directly. 

We want to spend a large part of the money on recruiting a teacher for a 15th group. The composition of 

both Group 8 classes does not change. 

 

Group distribution 

The working group on support, consisting of the pedagogical advisers (IB) of both schools, makes a 

proposal to the management about the distribution of pupils. The distribution is based on several 

principles. Among other things, we look at a proportional distribution of the children's support needs, a 

balance between boys and girls in the class, and friendships. After the May holiday, we will talk to the 

children about the new situation for the next school year and ask them who they would like to be in a class 

with. We will take their preferences into account as much as possible. 
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Summary 



 

If you have any questions about the merger of Dr. Ariëns Elementary 

School and Holthuizen Elementary School, please check the FAQs under 

the merger button (‘fusie’) on the school website. If the FAQs do not 

answer your question, you can email your question to 

VragenFusieschoolAriensHolthuizen@keender.nl  We will ensure a quick 

and careful response. 

 

 

 

 

Teacher deployment in the new school year 

In recent weeks, we have interviewed all colleagues about their availability for the next school year. During 

the May holiday, we will share the results with the team and ask for approval from the two representative 

advisory boards (MR). The next step is to inform you which teacher will be teaching which group. 

 

Child care 

As communicated earlier, the parents/carers, team members and the management of both schools 

acknowledge the great benefits of child care available in/near the new school building. The board of the 

Keender Foundation would also like to continue the child care in the new school.  

 

The Keender Foundation has been discussing this with Human Kind. This organisation currently offers 

childcare at the BS Holthuizen school building. These discussions have so far resulted in Human Child and 

the Keender Foundation signing a letter of intent for further collaboration regarding child care from the 

age of 2 and after-hours care (BSO).  

 

We will inform you about any further developments.  

 

The new name 

Some time ago, we launched a contest for a new name for the merger school. The new name was 

revealed on 23 April. 

 

Welcome to Primary School: click here for the reveal.  

A communication consultancy firm will create a logo and corporate identity for this new name. In the 

following newsletter, we will provide more background about the new name and some more follow-up. 

 

The winners of the contest are the Aalbers family (BS Holthuizen) and the Engberink family (BS Dr. Ariëns). 

They will receive their prize soon, in an appropriate manner. 

 

Merger school management 

We have made some progress in appointing a new principal for the merger school. A BAC (appointment 

advisory committee) has been formed. This committee will support the Keender Foundation in finding a 

suitable principal for the merger school after 1 August. 

Until the new principal is appointed, Henri Verheij will be acting principal. As such, he will continue any 

arrangements and developments. 
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If you have any questions about the merger of Dr. Ariëns Elementary 

School and Holthuizen Elementary School, please check the FAQs under 

the merger button (‘fusie’) on the school website. If the FAQs do not 

answer your question, you can email your question to 

VragenFusieschoolAriensHolthuizen@keender.nl  We will ensure a quick 

and careful response. 

 

 

 

 

Timeline 

This will give you a look at the timeline of the merger process. As the process progresses, the timeline will 

be completed further. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With kind regards, 

Henri Verheij, interim Principal at Dr. Ariëns Elementary School and Holthuizen Elementary School 

Mirjam Haverkate, former acting Principal at Holthuizen Elementary School, involved in the merger 

process 

 

•The Board of the Keender Foundation asks the Supervisory Board for approval 
for the proposed merger decision.

•The Board of the Keender Foundation asks the Boards of Representatives of 
both schools for approval for the proposed merger decision.

April

•The Board of the Keender Foundation asks the Supervisory Board for approval 
for the final merger decision.

•25 May: working groups start working on their sub-tasks.
May

•Start of the relocation to Holthuizen Elementary SchoolJune

•Farewell ceremony at the Dr. Ariëns Elementary School location.

•End of the school year 2020/2021.July

•Start of the school year 2021/2022 as a merged school in the building of 
Holthuizen Elementary School.August
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